
Vladimir Goldman's Grandfather Natan
Frenkel 

This is my grandfather on my mother's side, Natan Frenkel. The photo was taken in Proskurov in
the 1900s. My grandfather was born in Proskurov, Podolsk province, in the early 1860s. My mother
told me that my grandfather was very religious. He followed the kashrut, fasted on Yom Kippur and
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observed all traditions. He attended the synagogue, where he had a seat of his own, and prayed
regularly. He had a tallit and all the other necessary accessories. He wore a black jacket, white
shirt and a hat. He leased a plot of land from a landlord and hired employees to farm it. He gave
crops to the landlord and left a portion for himself. He provided well for his family. My grandfather
had a house in the Kut neighborhood at the outskirts of Proskurov. There were five or six rooms in
the house. There were also sheds in the yard, but they didn't have a garden. My mother told me a
lot about her family. She was very proud of their closeness. On Sabbath they dressed up and sat at
the table with the visiting relatives. My grandmother lit two candles and my grandfather said a
prayer. The family celebrated all Jewish holidays, but my mother's favorite holidays were
Chanukkah and Purim. On Chanukkah the children got gifts and Chanukkah gelt, and on Purim my
grandmother made delicious hamantashen. On Yom Kippur the adults fasted and my mother
observed this tradition until the end of her life. My grandfather and grandmother had twelve
children. Three of them died in infancy. The rest of them were Leo, Fenia, Naum, Marcus, Sophia,
Betia, Maria, Rosa and Isaac. The sons studied in cheder and the girls received religious education
at home - a melamed taught them the prayers. Proskurov was a small town and the children left for
other places to live their own lives.
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