
Regina Burgmannova 

This photograph was taken in Brno in 1926. It shows my mother, Regina Burgmannova, nee Baru,
who was still single at the time. My mother was a very pretty, dark-haired woman and of a shorter
build. She didn't like the latest fashion trends but dressed tastefully and was always clean and
neat. She wore typical city fashion of the time. She was a very witty and wise lady. She belonged to
those that make their mark in the world and I think that she was well-liked. My mother went to
elementary and town school. After that she became apprenticed as a seamstress. She opened a
ladies' dressmaking shop in Brno and after her wedding employed two or three seamstresses. She
had a good reputation in town, but never had time for me. Mother loved dressmaking; she used to
say: 'During sewing I forget about the entire world.' In December 1928 though, her mother had a
stroke and my mother was forced to eventually close her business, because she had to take care of
her mother along with my grandfather. When she was single Mother loved opera and operetta. Her
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neighbor, who was an opera singer, more than once gave her a ticket to the Brno opera when there
was a free seat available. This neighbor was named Maria Jedlickova, but performed under the
stage name of Maria Jedlica. Her patron was some Jewish factory owner. She made it as far as the
Metropolitan Opera in New York and became the first promoter of Janacek's operas. I don't know
how my parents met, because they never talked to me about it. I think that Jewish origins certainly
played a role in picking out a partner. They were married in Brno in the Big Synagogue behind
today's main train station on 19th February 1927. They had a proper Jewish wedding. I don't know
who led the bride under the chuppah, but it was customarily either her mother or future mother-in-
law. My mother never told me anything about the wedding party afterwards.
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