
Fanni Struhl And Her Sister Caty Pascal 

The photo was taken in around 1895, in Piatra Neamt. This is my mother Fanni Struhl, nee Pascal
and her sister, Caty Pascal. I didn't know my mother's father, my grandfather from Piatra Neamt,
he died very early. My mother was called Fanni Pascal, and my grandfather's name was Michel
Pascal. According to others, my grandfather had a very jovial character. They were rich; they lived
a life of ease. He was a grain and crop trader and an exporter, so he didn't trade only within the
country, but he transported goods from Piatra Neamt to foreign countries as well. My sister Dorika,
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who visited them in Piatra Neamt, told me that they were really comfortably off. My mother was
the eldest among the siblings. Her mother died, so her father got married again. The new wife gave
birth to three children: two boys and a girl. The elder boy was called Izidor, the younger was called
Filip, and the girl's name was Caty. My mother didn't speak Hungarian at all. And she got into an
environment where nobody spoke Romanian. My father didn't really speak Romanian either. It
must have been hard for my mother to adapt. She had lived in a town, and had studied in the
French Institute in Galati, so my mother spoke French and Romanian, but she didn't speak Yiddish.
My father didn't speak any other language but Hungarian and Yiddish. So it wasn't a truly
appropriate marriage. However, my father must have been a lively man, who had seven children,
one after the other. What can I say? My mom was a beautiful woman? There was some problem
with Caty. I don't know much about her. She lived in Piatra Neamt with her father. Filip lived in
Dorohoi, he had a daughter. I don't know whether he died in Dorohoi or he emigrated, but I know
his daughter left for Israel.
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