
Gute-Mere Epshteyn 

This is my paternal grandmother, Gute-Mere Epshteyn. The picture was taken in Tallinn in the
1900s. My paternal grandfather Lazar, in Jewish Leizer, Epshteyn was born in the 1850s. When
Grandfather was an adult, he became a trade dealer. He probably was prone for commerce as he
rather swiftly became the owner of a readymade store in downtown Tallinn starting from a
chandler. Garments for men and women were sold in my grandfather's store. Grandfather was
famous for being exclusively honest. Epshteyn in Tallinn was associated with honesty, if someone
wanted to say that all was square, they said, 'Like with the Epsteins.' In his childhood, my
grandfather received Jewish education. He was a religious man. Grandfather married a lady from
Tallinn. Grandmother's name was Gute-Mere. Her maiden name is not known to me. The
grandparents had seven children: four sons and three daughters. The eldest was Moses, then
Solomon, and Rosa. The fourth child of the family, my father David, was born in 1894. Then Sarah,
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Berta and the youngest, Boris, were born. Boris's Jewish name was Ber. Yiddish was spoken in my
father's family during his childhood. Everybody knew Estonian and Russian. The family was
religious. Jewish traditions were observed. Sabbath was marked at home as well as Jewish holidays.
Of course, my grandparents were more religious than others. I would even say that they were
pious, sticking to Jewish traditions in full compliance. As for the next generation, their children, they
were not as religious. They definitely observed Jewish traditions, but in a more secular way.
Religion was a pivot in Grandfather's life. He was constantly making donations at the Tallinn
synagogue, contributed a handwritten Torah.
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