
Naomi Deich With Her Mother Rivka Deich 

My mother Rivka Deich and I in 1925. We had our picture taken in a photo shop in Rostov to give it
to our relatives. My mother was born in 1889. She finished a Russian grammar school in Cherkassy.
She worked as a cashier in a small factory in Cherkassy. She didn't get married for a long time until
her parents found her a fiancé in 1922 when she was 32 years old. [Editor's note: According to the
Jewish tradition young people need to be introduced to one another. Rules do not allow young
women to talk with strangers.] He was a distant relative, who was very wealthy and lived in
Cherkassy. He was much older than my mother. Everything was prepared for their wedding, even a
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room for the bride and bridegroom, in the house of the relative. My father was staying in the house
of this relative for some reason and met my mother. They liked each other and got married in
1922. It was a scandalous event for the family, but my mother's parents were very happy that my
mother had met her true love. My parents had a religious wedding with a chuppah in the
synagogue in Cherkassy. Almost immediately after their wedding they left for Kiev. They both
preferred to live in a big city. They got accommodation in an apartment with a long history. Our
family was the only Jewish family in this apartment. The others were Ukrainian and Russian
tenants. There were no negative attitudes. All neighbors were friendly and supported each other. I
was born in this apartment in 1923. My father's sister Nelly gave me my name, Naomi. When I was
a child I was quite unhappy about this name because it was so different from other girls' names.
Before I was born my mother worked as a laborer at a plant, but after I was born she didn't go to
work. My mother was a very good mother and housewife. We had a wonderful, cozy home, and my
father and mother had a very warm and supporting relationship. My father adored my mother.
They spoke Russian with each other and Yiddish with my grandmother.
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