
Golda Korolik 

This is my grandmother Golda Korolik, nee Gorodetskaya. The photo was taken in Kiev in 1910. We
had this picture framed and kept it on the grand piano. My grandmother was born in 1872. I don't
know her place of birth. My grandfather Morduh Korolik and my grandmother lived in the center of
Kiev. They were not subject to the residential restrictions that had an impact on other Jewish
people in tsarist Russia. I don't know what kind of business my great-grandfather was involved in. I
believe that he was in the same business that his son was, and his son must have inherited this
business from him. They followed the kashrut and celebrated Sabbath - my grandfather came
home early on Friday and my grandmother lit the candles. They weren't even allowed to strike a
match on Saturday, therefore the festive dinner was cooked and served by housemaids. However,
they had housemaids anyway, and my grandmother didn't bother herself with the cooking or
cleaning of the house. Of course, she handled and supervised the housekeeping. My grandmother
gave all necessary products to the cook herself. They led a luxurious way of life. My grandmother
went to fashionable shops; she dressed beautifully and was quite unlike the Orthodox matrons in
their shawls and wigs. She had fashionable hats and capes, jewelry and fur coats. She wasn't as
religious as my grandfather Morduh. She didn't pray every day, but all Jewish traditions were to be
observed in the house. She wanted to support her husband in his belief. After my grandfather died
in 1932 my grandmother Golda lived with us for some time and then she moved to her cousin. I
don't know whether my grandmother followed any traditions at the end of her life, but she wasn't
fanatically religious anyway. I guess she went to the synagogue, although I'm not sure about it. But
she probably observed the high holidays, such as Yom Kippur and Rosh Hashanah. She died in
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1946 in evacuation in the Middle East.
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