
Haskel Averbuch 

This is my father's younger brother Haskel Averbuch. This photo was taken in Odessa in the 1910s .
Haskel was born in 1890. He finished a private drama school in Odessa. He was fond of acting.
During World War I Haskel was recruited to the army at the age of 24. He was awarded two St.
George Crosses of the 3rd and 4th grades and a St. George medal. After the February Revolution
Haskel took part in a congress of veterans of the war. He met A. F. Kerensky at this congress. When
Kerensky came on a visit to Odessa in May 1917 Uncle Haskel served as a mission officer for him.
Kerensky solicited for his promotion to an officer's rank and he became an ensign. After the
October Revolution Haskel joined the Bolsheviks and was chief of militia in Odessa. When Denikin
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troops entered Odessa he was arrested and sentenced to death for cooperation with the Soviet
power. He was executed on 28th September 1919. My grandmother Esther kept some insignia of
his officer's valor: his dagger, orders and a medal, but she destroyed them in 1937 [during the
Great Terror].
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