
Lidia Lieberman’s Father's Brother Bention
Lieberman And His Wife Cherna 

This is my father's brother Bention Lieberman and his wife Cherna. This photo was taken in
evacuation in Sverdlovsk in 1943.

My father's older brother Bention Lieberman was born in Zvenigorodka in 1889. During the Great
Patriotic War he lived with his family in Dnepropetrovsk. Uncle Bention was a pharmacist and his
Jewish wife Cherna taught at primary school. They had two children: son Matvey and daughter
Rosa. They learned to play the violin in a music school. I know that my uncle was very proud of his
children through his life. In our family we called him 'the father of musicians'. They were in
evacuation in Sverdlovsk [in Russia]. David Oistrach was there with his students during the war.
[David Oistrach, 1908-1974, was a Soviet violinist, pedagogue, one of the greatest musicians of the
XXth century.] He auditioned Bention's children and took them to study in Moscow. Matvey and
Rosa lived in a hostel. Their parents returned to Dnepropetrovsk after the war. After graduation
from a conservatory Matvey taught at the Music College in Dnepropetrovsk and played in the
Philharmonic. Later he moved to Novosibirsk where he was professor and dean at the conservatory.
Rosa also graduated from Conservatory, violin department under the guidance of David Oistrach.
She married a violinist, a Jewish man. His last name was Strugatski. They had two children. Rosa
played in the State symphonic orchestra of the USSR.

I met uncle Bention in the middle of the 1970s when he was over 80. He was interested in the
history of our family and corresponded with all relatives. I met my cousins when they visited
Odessa. Rosa came on tour with a State symphonic orchestra and Matvey came to symposia in
Odessa Conservatory with his students from the Novosibirsk Conservatory. Uncle Bention died in
1973. His wife died in the early 1980s. Now Matvey Lieberman lives some where in Israel and Rosa
lives in Moscow.
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