
Leya Yatsovskaya And Evsey Yatsovskiy 

This is me with my husband Evsey Yatsovskiy. The picture was taken in Kaunas in 1939 shortly
after we met.

At that time I became materially independent. Now I could help my parents like my elder sister. I
took advantage of any opportunity to send my parents parcels with food, presents, and money via
any acquaintances from my hometown, who came to Kaunas. Now I feel that my assistance wasn't
enough, but my parents were happy that their daughters were on solid ground, got professions and
were strong for them. Riva and I rented a better apartment now. I could afford many luxuries:
theaters and cinemas. I went to the opera in Kaunas for the first time. There was also an amateur
Jewish theater. I went there as well. We always attended performances of groups touring Vilnius or
any other Jewish theaters.

I made a lot of friends, with whom the husband of my sister Malka kept company: a lot of
interesting young people, Jews and Lithuanians. I was very pretty and there were a lot of admirers
around me. Gradually I started admiring one guy, who with time became the closest person, friend,
husband and father of my children.

Evsey was a very gifted artist. He was late for the entrance exams for the arts department and he
entered the construction department of the university instead. He was a great interlocutor. I liked
to listen to his stories. It seemed to me he knew everything. In 1940, Evsey was drafted into the
Lithuanian army. He served in Marijampole. On weekends he came to see me in Kaunas. He
couldn't stand not seeing me no longer than a week. I introduced Evsey to my parents. My father
wasn't very happy. He wanted a prince for his favorite daughter, but he turned out to be the heir of
the owner of the movie houses. Even if I brought a real prince in the house, my father wouldn't
have approved of him, as he sincerely believed that nobody was worthy of me.
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